
 

 

ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE - 4 JUNE 2020 

DEPARTMENT FOR TRANSPORT’S DECARBONISING TRANSPORT: 
SETTING THE CHALLENGE 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENT AND TRANSPORT 

 
Purpose of Report 

1. To provide an overview of the Department for Transport’s Decarbonising Transport: 
Setting the Challenge (Appendix A) and seek the Committee’s views on the County 
Council’s suggested response. A power point presentation will be made at the 
meeting and a copy of the slides to be used is attached at Appendix B 

Policy Framework and Previous Decisions 

2.  On 15 May 2019 the County Council declared a Climate Emergency, resolving to 
work with partners and other public bodies across the county and region to 
deliver ambitious goals. The County Council has committed to work with others to 
achieve net zero carbon by 2030 for its own emissions and 2050 for the wider 
Leicestershire emissions.   

3. The Council’s Environment Strategy 2018-2030, approved by Cabinet on 6 July 
2018, includes aims to reduce pollution and the environmental impacts of travel 
and transport. As part of the revised Environment Strategy a Carbon Reduction 
Road map was created, this is to be presented to Full Council for approval in July 
2020.  

4. The Carbon Reduction Roadmap is split into two tranches: 

- Tranche 1: Revolves around reducing the Council’s own measured 
emissions to net zero by 2030.  

- Tranche 2: Will set out an initial plan for how we propose to reduce 
‘unmeasured council emissions’ and Leicestershire’s wider carbon emissions.  

Background 

5. The document that has been published by the Department for Transport (DfT) is 
not the finalised Plan for decarbonising transport in the United Kingdom. Rather, 
it has been published as a starting point for discussion. 

6. The DfT is providing opportunities for stakeholders to input to the development of 
the actual Decarbonisation of Transport Plan. Views are being sought by DfT on 
the document that has been published (albeit this is not a formally structured 
consultation process) and engagement events will take place over the Summer 
2020.  
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7. Officers are proposing to make comments on the document, as outlined in the 
Director’s presentation (Appendix B), and intend to contribute to the stakeholder 
engagement events in a similar vein.  

8. Ongoing development of the Council’s Tranche 2 Carbon Reduction Roadmap for 
‘unmeasured council emissions’ and Leicestershire’s ‘wider carbon emissions’ fits 
closely with government’s Decarbonising Transport document and the creation of 
a Decarbonisation Plan.  

Resource Implications 

9. There are no particular financial implications arising from officers’ input to the 
development of the government’s final Plan.  

Timetable for Decisions 

10. Officers are intending to respond to this document by mid to late June 2020. 

11. Stakeholder engagement is due to take place over Summer 2020 and DfT will 
continue to work towards a 2020 publication date. These timescales will be 
reviewed as needed as DfT continues to respond to the impacts that COVID-19 is 
having across the country. 

12. The actual Decarbonising Transport Plan was due to be published in the lead up 
to The Conference of Parties (COP26) which was due to be held in November 
2020 in Glasgow, this has now been postponed until 2021. Whilst the timetable 
for publication is now unclear, officers are of the view that it is wisest to make 
comment on the published document at the earliest opportunity to have the best 
chance of influencing the Governments’ thinking and policy direction. 

Conclusions 

13. The Committee are asked for its views on the document that has been published 
and officers’ intended response to it. 

Background Papers 
 
Cabinet 6 July 2018: Environment Strategy 2018 – 2030: 
http://politics.leics.gov.uk/documents/s138902/Environment%20Strategy%20Cabinet
%206th%20July.pdf  
 
Leicestershire County Council’s Environment Strategy 2018 - 2030: 
https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/field/pdf/2018/7/19/LCC-
Environment-Strategy-2018-2030-June-18.pdf  
 
Leicestershire County Council Climate Emergency- 15 May 2019: 
http://politics.leics.gov.uk/documents/s145854/AMENDED%20Notice%20of%20Motio
n%20from%20Mr%20Hunt.pdf  

Environment and Transport Overview and Scrutiny Committee 6 June 2019: Clean Air 
Strategy: 
http://politics.leics.gov.uk/documents/s146121/Clean%20Air%20Strategy%202019%2
0-%20ET%20Scrutiny%207%20Jun%2019v0.3.pdf  
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Cabinet 13 September 2019; Climate Emergency Declaration – Review of the 
Environment Strategy and Action Plan and Immediate Areas for Action: 
http://politics.leics.gov.uk/documents/s148027/Climate%20Emergency%20Progress%
20Report%20Cabinet%2013th%20Sept.pdf  

Environment and Transport Overview and Scrutiny Committee 5 March 2020: Revised 
Environment Strategy and Action Plan (Including Carbon Reduction Roadmap): 
http://politics.leics.gov.uk/documents/s151731/Revised%20Environment%20Strategy.
pdf 
 
Circulation under the Local Issues Alert Procedure 
 
None. 

Equality and Human Rights Implications 

Initiatives to reduce carbon emissions benefit all road users but are particularly 
important for vulnerable groups such as pedestrians, cyclists, the young / elderly and 
those with a disability. 

Appendices 

Appendix A –  Department of Transport Decarbonising Transport: Setting the 
Challenge 2020  

 
Appendix B – Director’s Presentation: Department of Transport’s ‘Decarbonising 

Transport: Setting the Challenge’  

Officers to Contact 

Ann Carruthers 
Director, Environment and Transport 
Telephone: (0116) 305 7000 
Email:  Ann.Carruthers@leics.gov.uk   
 
Ian Vears 
Assistant Director, Environment and Transport 
Telephone:  (0116) 305 7966 
Email:   Ian.Vears@leics.gov.uk 
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